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Members and Deputy Members in Attendance 
Wendi-Starr Brown  Department of the Interior (Bureau of Indian Affairs) 
Thad Ellerbe   Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
Andrew Flora   Department of Commerce (Census Bureau) 
Monique Fordham  Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey)  

   (by teleconference) 
Brenda-Anne C. Forrest  Government Publishing Office 
Kate James   Library of Congress 
Elizabeth Kanalley  Department of Agriculture (U.S. Forest Service) 
Sean Killen   Department of the Interior (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)  

   (by teleconference) 
Susan Lyon   Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) 
Mike Shelton   Department of the Interior (National Park Service) 
Mike Tischler   Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey) 
Tara Wallace    Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
 
Ex-Officio 
Leo Dillon, BGN Chair, Department of State 
Trent Palmer, Executive Secretary, U.S. Board on Geographic Names/Foreign Names Committee 
    (by teleconference) 
 
Staff 
Julie-Ann Danfora, U.S. Geological Survey 
Maria McCormick, U.S. Geological Survey (by teleconference) 
Matthew O’Donnell, U.S. Geological Survey 
Jennifer Runyon, U.S. Geological Survey 
 
Guests 
Marcus Allsup, Department of Defense (National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency) 
Josefa Baker, Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey) 
Daniel Ku, Department of Defense (National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency) 
Ryan Moore, Department of Defense (National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency) 
Ryan Nichols, Department of the Interior 
Sally Roberts, Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey) 
Sergio Rodriguez, Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey) 
 
1.  Opening  
 
Chairman Flora opened the meeting at 9:32 a.m. and invited members, staff, and guests to introduce 
themselves.  
 
2.  Minutes of the 813th Meeting 
 
The minutes of the 813th meeting, held May 9, 2019, were approved with minor edits. 
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3.  Reports 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Dillon) 
 
At the recent Foreign Names Committee (FNC) meeting, held on June 11, the members voted to retire the 
name Kiev as the conventional name for the capital of Ukraine.  Kyiv, the spelling from the official 
Ukrainian national romanization system, remains the approved name.  The spelling Kyyiv reflects the 
BGN/PCGN romanization system, and this name is listed in the GEOnet Names Server as a variant.   
The FNC is considering adopting the Ukrainian national romanization system.  The BGN received an email 
from the British Broadcasting Company inquiring about the decision on Kyiv. 
 
The 33rd joint meeting between the BGN and the Permanent Committee on Geographical Names for British 
Official Use (PCGN) will be held in London, November 18-22.  The PCGN requested that this meeting be 
held in London rather than the usual schedule of meeting in Washington, D.C. in order to celebrate the 
PCGN’s centennial. 
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Runyon and Palmer) 
 
Runyon announced that Lou Yost, Executive Secretary of the Board and the Domestic Names Committee, 
retired from Federal service on May 31.  The U.S. Geological Survey will establish a staffing plan to 
address the vacancy.  Runyon will take over many of the Secretariat duties until the position is filled 
permanently but expressed concerns that there will likely be an increased backlog during the transition. 
 
Runyon attended the FNC meeting on June 11.  The FNC introduced and welcomed new deputy members 
from the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), which is under the auspices of the 
Department of State. 
  
The BGN has been involved for many years with the Pan-American Institute of Geography and History 
(PAIGH), specifically its annual applied toponymy training courses, although this activity has waned in 
recent years.  These courses were held throughout Central and South America, and led by Roger Payne, 
BGN Executive Secretary Emeritus.  Some years ago, PAIGH proposed a transition to an online version of 
the course, for which Payne and colleagues from the FNC provided an extensive amount of training 
material.  There were no further developments until the issue was addressed at the recent biannual session 
of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names.  Further discussions are expected at 
upcoming PAIGH meetings in the Dominican Republic and Canada.  
 
Payne, who serves as secretary of the BGN’s Advisory Committee on Antarctic Names (ACAN), met 
recently with Runyon, Danfora, and O’Donnell to discuss various pending ACAN issues, including the 
overlap and inconsistencies between Antarctic features in GNIS and the Composite Gazetteer of Antarctica, 
which is managed by the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research.  There are also a number of pending 
proposals and so Payne will schedule an ACAN meeting later this summer. 
 
The next meeting of the BGN’s Advisory Committee on Undersea Features will be held on Thursday, June 
27, at 1 p.m. at the U.S. Geological Survey.   
 
The next quarterly meeting of the Full Board will take place on Tuesday, July 16, at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room. 
 



3 
 
The next meeting of the FNC will take place on Tuesday, September 10, at the National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency. 
 
3.3  Special Committee on Communications (Forrest) 
 
The Special Committee on Communications (SCC) has not met since the last DNC meeting and is not 
expecting to do so prior to the next Full Board meeting, although Forrest will have a report for presentation 
at that meeting.  She is also preparing a template for the FY18 BGN Annual Report. 
 
3.4  Executive Secretary (Runyon) 
 
Runyon reminded members about the pending proposal to change the application of the name Coffee Creek 
in Arkansas.  Georgia-Pacific, which operates a paper mill near the source of the stream, is proposing that 
the name be applied to a different stream instead of along any of the mill’s water effluent treatment system 
as currently depicted on USGS maps.  The BGN received a Freedom of Information Act request for all 
material relating to the case, which resulted in a great deal of work for the staff. 
 
A proposal was forwarded to the BGN by an Alaska State Representative, on behalf of the Organized 
Village of Kake, to change the name of Saginaw Bay to Skanáx̱ Bay.  The U.S.S. Saginaw was a Navy 
warship that in 1869 shelled Alaska Native villages and campsites in the area, destroying food stores and 
causing many native people to starve during the winter.  The proposed name is of Tlingit origin. 
 
The recent John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act (Pub. L. 116-9) included 
the naming of two summits in Colorado.  These new commemorative names, Boskoff Peak and Fowler 
Peak, were added to GNIS as congressional decisions.  
 
Runyon responded to an inquiry from the Associated Press regarding how many recent BGN decisions 
changed offensive names to native names.  Runyon referred the reporter to GNIS and stated that other than 
the two words changed universally in 1964 and 1974, the BGN does not determine what words might be 
offensive. 
 
The BGN has received a proposal to change the name of Larive Lake in South Dakota to Hidden Lake.  The 
proponent believes that the current name sounds too much like “larva,” which could negatively affect her 
recreation and lodging business at the lake.  Members of the Larive family still live in the area and although 
the proposed name is not considered by the proponent to be commercial, she notes that the change is 
intended to benefit her business.  Support for the change has already been received from local governments.  
The South Dakota Board on Geographic Names (SDBGN) was invited to comment on the proposal but 
responded that following the BGN’s 2016 decision to change the name of Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak 
(despite the county and SDBGN recommendations not to change it), the State Legislature determined that 
the SDBGN should only be involved with name changes where the stated reason is to remove an offensive 
name.  As such, the SDBGN will have no input on this proposed name change. 
 
Because there is currently no Colorado Board on Geographic Names, the BGN staff sent a letter to 
Governor Polis requesting his recommendation on seven pending proposals for features in Colorado (all 
name changes).  The letter also outlined the role of a State names authority.  The Denver Post inquired 
about the status of the two proposals to change the name of Mount Evans and was informed that the 
governor had been contacted. 
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Runyon provided a brief update on the status of the request to revisit the September 2017 decision to 
approve the name To Kalon Creek for a stream in Napa County, California.  The proponent of that name 
recently learned of the request and expressed his disappointment, but indicated he is willing to address the 
BGN’s concerns.  Additional letters of support for the name To Kalon Creek have been received.   
 
The name Squaw Humper Dam was recently changed in GNIS to Tahc’a Okute Mni Onaktake, following 
approval by the South Dakota Board on Geographic Names.  The BGN did not vote on this change when it 
changed four related “Squaw” names, because dams are administrative (man-made) features.  In addition, 
the dam is located on the Pine Ridge Reservation.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers National Inventory 
of Dams already recorded the name as Tahc’a Okute Mni Onaktake.  The Lakota word for “dam” is 
included in the name, so there is no English generic term.   
 
Runyon received a call from a Utah legislative staffer asking about changing all offensive names in the 
State.  Runyon referred the caller to the Utah Geographic Names Committee. 
 
3.5  Staff (Runyon) 
 
The Wyoming Board of Geographic Names met in May and voted on the two names proposed by a 
consortium of Tribal governments to change the names of Hayden Valley and Doane Peak in Yellowstone 
National Park.  They voted to recommend approval of the proposed change from Doane Peak to First 
Peoples Mountain, but do not support the proposed change of Hayden Valley to Buffalo Nations Valley. 
 
As mentioned above, there are two pending proposals to change the name of Mount Evans in Colorado.  
Denver Parks and Recreation (DPR) is interested in the process, because it manages a park just below the 
highest point of the summit, and suggested that the BGN share the proposals with the Denver Tribal 
Commission and the Colorado Tribal Commission.  Runyon informed the DPR that, in accordance with 
Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, all federally recognized Tribes had already been given an opportunity 
to comment on the proposals on Review Lists 432 and 435.  Nonetheless, DPR forwarded the proposals to 
the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, which is considering whether it might submit a proposal to change the existing 
name to a native name. 
 
The DNC’s Review List 436 is in progress and is expected to be posted online at the end of June. 
 
Runyon and O’Donnell participated in a phone conversation with the Florida State Names Authority and the 
Florida National Hydrography Dataset steward about a large number of names submitted by an organization 
known as Florida Lakewatch.  The applicants are asking that many of the names be added to GNIS, citing 
local and/or published use, because having a GNIS Feature ID would help with water monitoring and 
communication efforts.  O’Donnell analyzed a subset of the names and found that many are already in 
GNIS and that there are differences between the official name and those used by Florida Lakewatch and/or 
published in the Florida Water Atlas.  Both of the latter sources are “data aggregators” and in many cases 
do not provide any details on the origin of the name, nor do they necessarily comply with BGN policies.  
The BGN staff will ask that Florida Lakewatch review the list again before proceeding with the project. 
 
The New York State Names Committee inquired, on behalf of the New York State Historian, about 
changing the 23 names in the State that include the word “Negro.”  The historian wondered if the names 
could be changed to a single replacement word.  The BGN staff responded that there is unlikely to be one 
word that would be acceptable to all parties and there would likely be opposition to a change degreed at the 
State level without local input.  The BGN would prefer that the historian, with the assistance of the State 
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Names Committee, coordinate the effort with local communities and evaluate each name on a case-by-case 
basis. 
 
Anyone planning to attend the upcoming meeting of the Council of Geographic Names Authorities (Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, August 5-9) was encouraged to book their hotel room soon.  It was noted that the 
conference rate offered by the hotel is $5 above the Government per diem rate. 
 
3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
The Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) is finally stable following the recent Drupal website 
conversion.  Several DNC members commented that they like the updated BGN and GNIS websites.  Some 
users continue to have issues, which can only be resolved by clearing browser caches and cookies.  Runyon 
inquired about “vanity URLs” for sub-pages on the website.  McCormick had no specifics on when they 
would be implemented. 
 
In preparation for the 2020 Census, the Census Bureau will be submitting a few thousand updates for 
inclusion in GNIS.  Some of these include spatial changes in addition to name changes, and McCormick is 
working with Flora on how to process the large number of changes. 
 
McCormick outlined the process for including diacritics in names in GNIS.  All permitted diacritics can be 
used or combined from those listed in Appendix G in the DNC’s Principles, Policies, and Procedures.  
Other Unicode characters, not listed in Appendix G, are allowed in names of features on Tribal Trust Lands, 
as stated in Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names.  Flora noted that the Census Bureau is developing a list of 
approved Unicode characters and glyphs for use by the agency and will identify any that do not conform to 
Appendix G.  He thanked McCormick for her assistance. 
 
There has been a release of the first iteration of the updated names tool.  It includes some map and spatial 
functionality and will allow multiple features to be displayed instead of one at a time, but further updates, 
bug fixes, and testing are needed, which is expected to take a while.  Eventually, the additional functionality 
will be included on the public GNIS forms.  In addition, all Apex and Oracle tools will need to be moved to 
a new platform or eliminated, due to the imposition of new software licensing fees expected to take effect 
next year.  These tools include the BGN document upload tool.   
 
McCormick met recently with Debbie Fugate, National Geospatial Program Deputy Director and BGN 
deputy member, to explain the relationship between GNIS and the BGN.  She was also given a tour of the 
USGS warehouse, where many topographic map field notes are stored.  This is an extremely valuable 
resource for names research. 
 
New GNIS download files were posted online at the beginning of May.  McCormick made some minor 
website updates, including replacing a corrupted version of the DNC History document.  
 
Flora asked about a recent change to the name of the airport in Louisville, Kentucky, and if the name would 
be updated in GNIS.  McCormick replied that the change will only be made if and when it appears in the 
file submitted annually by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
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4.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names approved at this 
meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted following the name.   
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested 
parties - none 
 
Change application of Powdermill Run (FID 1193159) and White Oak Run (FID 1191306), Pennsylvania 
(Review List 434) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the changes. 
 
 Vote:   12  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
One member left the meeting. 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names  
 
Lake Robert, Minnesota (Review List 435) (FID 2803900) 
 
The staff and members discussed how to process cases like this where there is no existing record in GNIS 
for the feature, and yet names other than the proposed name are either mentioned in the proposal or found 
during case research.  Should the published name be added to GNIS before the BGN votes, thus making the 
proposal a name change rather than a new name for an unnamed feature?  The members agreed such 
instances must be considered on a case-by-case basis.   
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the evidence showing that the pond is 
already known locally as Shepard Pond (or some variation thereof). 
 
 Vote:     4  in favor 
                6  against 
                  1  abstention 
 
The votes against the motion cited the local and State support for the name Lake Robert. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name Lake Robert. 
 
 Vote:     6  in favor 
                4  against 
                  1  abstention 
 
The votes against the motion cited the existence of another name in local use. 
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Change Jeff Davis Peak (FID 862412) to Doso Doyabi, Nevada (Great Basin National Park) (Review List 
434) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
Members addressed concerns that have been expressed regarding a change to a longstanding name.  The 
staff noted that according to its research, the name Jeff Davis Peak fell out of use after the name Wheeler 
Peak was applied to the summit.  The existing name only came back into published use for the lower peak 
when the area was mapped at a larger scale in the 1970s or 1980s. 
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
Littleneck Beach, Washington (Review List 435) (FID 2803901) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve this name.  Although the beach is in an area owned by the 
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, it is not on Tribal Trust Lands, and so is not subject to Policy X. 
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Mount Mary, Alaska (Chugach National Forest) (Review List 435) (FID 2803902) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Santa Ana Peak, Alaska (Review List 435) (FID 2803903) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
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Wildcat Wash, Arizona (Bureau of Land Management) (Review List 435) (FID 2803904) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
Dicob Falls, New York (Review List 434) (FID 2803905) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
Abacus Buttes, Alignment Butte, Camp Butte, Corner Butte, Deadfall Butte, Dogleg Butte, Double 
Butte, Erratic Butte, Grade Butte, Huntington Butte, Jackpine Butte, Lithic Butte, Pine Cone Butte, 
Shoulder Butte, Split Butte, Washed Butte, Oregon (Review List 434) (Newberry National Volcanic 
Monument / Deschutes National Forest) (FIDs 2803907- 2803922) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to consider these names as a group. 
 
 Vote:   11  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve these sixteen names. 
 
One member rejoined the meeting. 
 
Members discussed the definition of a butte and noted that many summits in the area are named “Butte.” 
 
 Vote:   10  in favor 
                1  against 
                  1  abstention 
 
The vote against the motion cited concerns that the features do not meet the technical definition of a butte. 
 
Pleasant Valley Creek, Wisconsin (Review List 435) (FID 2803923) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   12  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
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Manito Island, Wisconsin (Review List 435) (FID 2803924) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   12  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
5.  Other Business 
 
Wallace reported that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) will be hosting a 
Nautical Cartography Open House on July 26; anyone interested in attending should register; see 
https://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/ocs-biweekly/noaa-nautical-charting-open-house.html.   
 
She also recommended that members watch the National Geographic Society television show Drain the 
Oceans, which highlights some recent NOAA activity. 
 
6.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.   
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting will be held July 13, 2019, at 9:30 a.m. at the Department of 
the Interior, Kiowa Room. 
 
       (signed)    
    
       ____________________________ 
       [vacant] Executive Secretary 
 
APPROVED 
(signed) Andrew Flora 
 
_______________________ 
Andrew Flora, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
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U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
June 2019 

 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all 

interested parties 
 

Change application of Powdermill Run (FID 1193159)  
and White Oak Run (FID 1191306), Pennsylvania 

(Review List 434) 
Powdermill Run: 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.1725728&p_longi=-
79.2689218 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.1181297&p_longi=-
79.2253095 
White Oak Run: 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.1620174&p_longi=-
79.2739219 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.1258333&p_longi=-
79.3008333 
 
These proposals are to amend the application of the names Powdermill Run and White Oak Run 
for two streams in Cook Township in Westmoreland County.  The existing GNIS entries have 
Powdermill Run flowing into White Oak Run, which in turn flows into Loyalhanna Creek.  
However, the proponent, who serves as the State steward for the National Hydrography Dataset, 
reports that local usage shows that White Oak Run is a tributary of Powdermill Run.   
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Powdermill Run heads in Forbes State Forest and flows through Powdermill Nature Reserve, 
managed by the Carnegie Museum of Natural History.  The section of stream affected by this 
proposed change lies outside both of these protected areas. 
 
USGS maps from 1922 to 1986 do not label the portion of the stream in question.  USGS maps 
from 1922 to 1957 labeled the stream to the west of the confluence as Whiteoak Run, and from 
1967 to 1986 as White Oak Run.  There is ambiguity as to which name was intended to be applied 
downstream of the confluence; USGS field notes do not provide any clarification.  Phase I of 
GNIS data collection applied the name White Oak Run to this section.  USTopo maps published in 
2010 and 2013 show the latter name because of the entry in GNIS; the 2016 edition no longer 
labels it.  Current Cook Township and Westmoreland County maps do not label the section of 
stream in question. 
 

 
 
Several variant names are in published use for Powdermill Run.  The following names come from 
sources that do not indicate into which stream Powdermill Run flows:  Powder Mill Creek (in the 
1913 Annual Report of the Pennsylvania State College); Powder Mill Run (in an 1872 atlas of 
Pennsylvania and an 1876 county atlas); and Powdermill Creek (in a 1950 The Pittsburgh Press 
article).  A report of the Second Geological Survey of Pennsylvania published in 1877 states that 
Powdermill Run flows into White Oak Run.   
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Meanwhile, many published sources either explicitly state or imply that Powdermill Run flows 
into Loyalhanna Creek:  Final Report on the Bituminous Coal Beds of Pennsylvania, published in 
1920; a Westmoreland County map of 1982 that shows historical details for the period 1783 to 
1825; Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection Historic Stream legacy data from 
2004; a 2010 Pittsburgh Post-Gazette article; current Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission data 
and documents; a Loyalhanna Creek watershed map published in 2014 by the Pennsylvania 
Environmental Council; an undated Powdermill Nature Reserve document; and an undated blog 
post on the Carnegie Museum of Natural History website.   
 
A FEMA map from 2011 uses the name Tributary No. 1 To White Oak Run for Powdermill Run 
and shows White Oak Run flowing into Loyalhanna Creek.   
 
The Cook Township Supervisors support the proposal.  The Westmoreland County Commissioners 
were asked to comment on the proposal, but no response was received, which is presumed to 
indicate a lack of opinion.  The Pennsylvania State Names Authority has no objection to the 
change. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review 
List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 
60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this 
proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 
 

Lake Robert, Minnesota 
(Review List 435) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.855002&p_longi=-92.926148 
 
This proposal was submitted to the BGN by the Minnesota State Names Authority (SNA).  The 
new name Lake Robert is proposed for a 14-acre lake in the City of Cottage Grove in Washington 
County.  The name would commemorate Robert Wolterstorff (1921-2007), who for many decades 
farmed on property around the lake and who was a charter member of the Woodbury Village 
Council.   Wolterstorff’s ancestors originally settled on the property in 1852.  The proponent, the 
son of Mr. Wolterstoff, owns the land today and states that he would like to honor his father’s 
legacy; he adds, “naming the lake would be the final step in completing our neighborhood, The 
Waters at Michael’s Pointe.” 
 
A petition with 17 signatures supporting the name Lake Robert was submitted by the proponent.  
The Cottage Grove City Council and the Washington County Board of Supervisors support the 
proposal, as does the SNA.  However, the Cottage Grove Advisory Committee on Historic 
Preservation suggested to the SNA that the lake should be named Shepard’s Lake after the Shepard 
family, which owned land south of the lake.  The Shepard family donated their property to the 
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Dodge Nature Center, which manages the parcel as Shepard Farm.  A petition with 16 signatures 
supporting the name Shepards Lake was included in the packet from the SNA.  Recent Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources documents and reports refer to the lake as Shepard’s Pond or 
Shepard’s Wood Pond.  A 2009 report by the South Washington Watershed District also used the 
names Shepard’s Pond and Shepherds Pond.  The SNA is not asking the BGN to consider any of 
the latter names. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review 
List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 
60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this 
proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Change Jeff Davis Peak (FID 862412) to Doso Doyabi, Nevada 
(Great Basin National Park) 

(Review List 434) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=38.9885849&p_longi=-
114.2970356&fid=862412 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Jeff Davis Peak in Great Basin National Park and White 
Pine County to Doso Doyabi.  The proponent of the change is the assistant to the manager of the 
Cultural Resource Department of the Duckwater Shoshone Tribe, which is opposed to the existing 
name.   
 
The BGN was asked in 2017 to change the name of the peak to Robert Smalls Peak (later amended 
to Smalls Peak), a name that would have commemorated Robert Smalls (1839-1915), an African-
American who escaped slavery, fought for the Union in the Civil War, and was a South Carolina 
politician for over 20 years.  The proponent stated that Jefferson Davis “was a traitor, slaveholder, 
and the President of the Confederacy,” and as such he believes his name should be removed from 
the feature (he also submitted a proposal to change the name of another Jeff Davis Peak in 
California).  
 
With an elevation of 12,775 feet, Jeff Davis Peak is the highest point on a ridge extending east and 
northeast from Wheeler Peak.  The name Jeff Davis Peak first appeared on USGS topographic 
maps in 1987; however, according to the National Park Service (NPS) Great Basin National Park 
website, it first came into use in 1855, having been applied at that time to the peak that would later 
become Wheeler Peak.  The name was given by a U.S. Army Corps topographical engineer in 
honor of Jefferson Davis, who at the time was U.S. Secretary of War.  A map entitled Territory 
and Military Department of Utah, produced in 1860 by the War Department, showed the name Jeff 
Davis Peak.  However, the NPS website further states “Within a few years, after Davis resigned his 
former Senate seat and became a leader of the secessionist cause, some Topographical Engineers 
came to regret the name.”  By the 1870s, following George Wheeler’s expedition, the name 
Wheeler Peak had come into more prominent use.  The latter name appeared on Wheeler’s 1872 
Topographical Atlas. 
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In the 1885 Fifth Annual Report of the United States Geological Survey, a report by Israel Russell 
on “Existing Glaciers of the United States” noted “This mountain has a number of synonyms.  To 
the Indians it is known as ‘Too-bur-rit,’ and to the whites as ‘Union,’ ‘Jeff Davis,’ ‘Lincoln,’ and 
‘Wheeler’s’ Peak.  Capt. J. H. Simpson passed near it in 1859 and named it Union Peak, in 
reference to its double form when seen from the north [or, as reported on the NPS website, because 
a ridge unites the two high elevations of the summit].  Among the settlers in the southern portions 
of Utah and Nevada it is generally known as Jeff Davis Peak.  It is said that two miners, while 
exploring the mountain during the time of the late rebellion, one being of Southern and the other of 
Northern birth, named the two spires forming the summit of the mountain respectively Jeff Davis 
and Lincoln Peaks; by general consent the former has been adopted as the name of the mountain.” 
 
After receiving a request from the BGN for its opinion on Smalls Peak, the NBGN reached out to 
the local community and Tribal authorities.  The White Pine County Commissioners did not 
respond.  The vice president of the NAACP Tri-State Conference of Branches, representing Idaho, 
Utah, and Nevada, submitted a letter of support for Smalls Peak.  Three additional letters 
supporting a name change were submitted.  The Duckwater Shoshone Tribe indicated they would 
prefer a name from the Shoshone language, specifically one that has been used to refer to the peak 
“since pre-history.”  The NBGN stated that if the peak was to be renamed, it should “bear a name 
proposed by, related to, and supported by Nevadans en masse.”  When the proponent of Smalls 
Peak was advised of the counterproposal for Doso Doyabi, he withdrew his proposal.  The 
Duckwater Shoshone reports that “Doso Doyabi” means “white mountain.” 
 
The BGN received letters objecting to efforts to change a longstanding name from two residents of 
Nevada and Utah, as well as a petition objecting to the change from the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans (SCV) Lt. Dixon-CSS Hunley Camp #2016, which is based in Sparks (no input was 
received from the Las Vegas or national SCV offices of the SCV).   
 
Letters of support for the change to Doso Doyabi were received from the President of the Reno-
Sparks NAACP (who reported support from the Northern Nevada Black Cultural Awareness 
Society, the Reno Sparks Negro Business and Professional Women, the Las Vegas NAACP, Our 
History, the African American Clergy Council, and the Faith Organizing Alliance); the Toiyabe 
Chapter of the Sierra Club; and the Pacific Region of the National Parks Conservation Association. 
 
The NBGN recommends that the change be approved, while the NPS is not opposed.  The NBGN 
received support for the proposed change from the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review 
List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 
60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this 
proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
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Littleneck Beach, Washington 
(Review List 435) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=48.025949&p_longi=-123.009471 
 
This proposal was submitted to the BGN by the Washington State Board on Geographic Names 
(WSBGN).   The new name Littleneck Beach is proposed for a 10-acre unnamed beach on Sequim 
Bay in Clallam County.  The name is proposed by the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe who purchased 
the land and worked to restore the habitat for native littleneck clams (Leukoma staminea) between 
the 1990s and 2004.  The beach, which is located at the mouth of Dean Creek, is one of the few 
native colonies of the clams in Washington and is used by Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe members to 
harvest the clams. 
 
The proponent reports that the beach was formally named Littleneck Beach by the Jamestown 
S’Klallam Tribe at their Q'wen Seyu Tribal Picnic held in August 2016.  A sign with the name 
Littleneck Beach was installed at the site in October 2016, and in November 2017 the Tribe passed 
a resolution asking the WSBGN to formally name the beach.  In the S’klallam language, the name 
is written as skʼʷɬáʔiʔ.  .   
 
Prior to the naming of the beach by the Tribe, shell fishers were required to note the location as the 
“Log Yard,” a name which referred to the former use of the area as a log rafting facility owned by 
Dunlap Towing.  The area was also known locally as the “log dump.”  The August 2016 
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribal Newsletter reported on the Tribe’s beach naming event and stated 
that the “Jimmycomelately Sequim Bay Log Yard” was “renamed” as Littleneck Beach.  
(Jimmycomelately Creek flows into the head of Sequim Bay and the entire area has been the site of 
a large-scale environmental remediation effort by the Tribe and several other groups.)  
Archeological finds suggest that indigenous people harvested shellfish in this area before the mid-
1800s. 
 
The WSBGN recommends approval of the proposal.  As part of its review, the WSBGN contacted 
the Clallam County Commissioners, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a 
lack of opinion.  The Clallam County Sheriff’s Office has no objection to the name.  The 
Washington State Historical Society also did not comment on the proposal.  The National 
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration has no opinion about the proposal.  
 
The WSBGN also contacted five federally recognized Tribes in Washington; a response was 
received only from the Lower Elwha Tribal Community, which supports the proposal.  One local 
resident, who described themselves as “part S’Klallam,” sent an email to the WSBGN in 
opposition to the proposal, stating that the location was known as “Deans Spit” and that their 
family harvested clams there for many years for an individual named Ernie Dean.  This individual 
reported that they never saw Tribal members clamming in this location and that they clammed on 
the Jamestown Reservation instead. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review 
List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic 
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Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 
60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this 
proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
III.   New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties  
 

Mount Mary, Alaska 
(Chugach National Forest) 

(Review List 435) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=60.11548&p_longi=-149.23101 
 
This proposal is to make official the name Mount Mary for a 4,883-foot summit in Kenai 
Peninsula Borough east of Seward in the Chugach National Forest.  The name would 
commemorate Mary (Forgal) Lowell (1855-1906), who was a member of one of the earliest 
American families to settle near the future site of Seward.  The summit is prominently visible from 
Seward. 
 
Mary Lowell was of Alutiiq and Russian descent and was born in Nanwalek (formerly known as 
English Bay).  Around 1870, she married Franklin G. Lowell, and they eventually had nine 
children.  In 1883, the family moved from English Bay to Resurrection Bay to establish a fur 
trading post.  Due to declining populations of sea otters and other fur-bearing animals, Frank 
became the new agent for the Wrangell station of the Alaska Commercial Company in 1889.  By 
1893 he had moved permanently to Wrangell, leaving behind his family.  (Although he later 
remarried and had more children, he sent supplies to Mary and her children.)  Mary refused to 
leave Resurrection Bay and she and her children supported themselves by growing vegetables, 
trapping, and hunting.  She filed for homestead rights in 1903.  When Frank and John Ballaine 
arrived to establish a town (later Seward) at the head of Resurrection Bay, they negotiated with 
Mary for her land.  Seward developed around the original Lowell cabin site.  
 
Several features in the area are named for members of the Lowell family.  Two of Mary’s 
daughters have summits named after them:  Mount Alice (BGN 1983), 2.1 miles to the northwest, 
and Mount Eva (BGN 2001), 3.8 miles to the north-northeast.  Nearby Lowell Creek, Lowell 
Glacier (BGN 1966), and Lowell Point (BGN 1906) are all likely named for Frank Lowell. 
 
According to the proponent, the name Mount Mary has been in local use for about six years.  She 
notes the increase in recreational use of the area and suggests the name would not only aid rescue 
operations but also promote local history to visitors.  She also believes that Mary Lowell should be 
commemorated in the area along with her daughters Alice and Eva. 
 
The Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly supports the proposal.  The Alaska Board on Geographic 
Names (AKBGN) received additional support from the Mayor of the City of Seward, the 
Resurrection Bay Historical Society, the Kenai Mountains Turnagain Arm Heritage Area, and 
Seward Iditarod Trail Blazers, Inc.  The Qutekcak Native Tribe (not federally recognized) has no 
objection to the name and reported no known native name for the summit.   
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The Mountaineering Club of Alaska (MCA) informed the AKBGN that although the name has 
been used locally, is used in MCA publications, and is endorsed by the climber who made the first 
recorded ascent of the summit, the MCA neither endorses nor objects to the name due to its 
longstanding policy of not endorsing commemorative geographic names.  A petition signed by 11 
local residents in support of the name was also submitted to the AKBGN.  The Chugach Alaska 
Corporation was asked to comment on the proposal, but no response was received, which is 
presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The AKBGN recommends approval, as does the U.S. 
Forest Service. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review 
List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 
60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this 
proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Santa Ana Peak, Alaska 
(Review List 435) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=60.084&p_longi=-149.20285 
 
The new name Santa Ana Peak is proposed for a 4,754-foot summit on Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources land in Kenai Peninsula Borough east of Seward.  The name refers to the 
wooden steamship Santa Ana that brought Seward’s founders to the area in 1903.  The summit is 
prominently visible from Seward. 
 
On August 28, 1903, the Santa Ana arrived in Resurrection Bay, carrying Frank and John Ballaine 
(the founders of Seward), approximately 60 other individuals, 14 horses, and construction 
equipment.  The date is celebrated in Seward annually as Founder’s Day.   
 
The proponent believes the name Santa Ana Peak would commemorate not only the early history 
of Seward but also the maritime history of the area.  He notes that nearby Caines Head 
commemorates Capt. E.E. Caine, the owner of the Alaska Pacific Navigation Company which 
operated the Santa Ana and which transported people and goods between Seattle and Alaska.  The 
first ship built by European explorers on the Pacific Coast of North America, the Phoenix, was 
built in 1793 in Resurrection Bay; a mountain to the west of Seward is named Phoenix Peak. 
 
The Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly supports the proposal.  The Alaska Board on Geographic 
Names (AKBGN) received additional support from the Mayor of the City of Seward, the 
Resurrection Bay Historical Society, the Kenai Mountains Turnagain Arm Heritage Area, the 
Mountaineering Club of Alaska, and Seward Iditarod Trail Blazers, Inc.  A petition signed by 11 
local residents was also submitted to the AKBGN.  The Qutekcak Native Tribe (not federally 
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recognized) has no objection to the name and reported no known native name for the summit.  The 
AKBGN asked the Chugach Alaska Corporation for input, but no response was received, which is 
presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The AKBGN recommends approval. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review 
List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 
60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this 
proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Wildcat Wash, Arizona 
(Bureau of Land Management) 

(Review List 435) 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.925576&p_longi=-
112.13913 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.938967&p_longi=-
112.152339 
 
The new name Wildcat Wash is proposed for a 1.4-mile unnamed arroyo in Maricopa County.  
The name refers to the mascot of the New River Elementary School; the arroyo cuts through the 
school’s campus.  According to the proponent, who is the school’s plant foreman, the name was 
chosen by students and school staff.  He believes the name will help emergency responders and 
also give students a sense of accomplishment, which could inspire interest in geography, 
hydrology, or citizen engagement in government.  Bobcats (“wildcats”) are also native to the area. 
 
The Arizona State Board on Geographic and Historic Names (ASBGHN) and the Bureau of Land 
Management recommend approval of the name.  As part of its review process, the ASBGHN asked 
the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors and the Arizona State Land Department for input, but 
no responses were received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The New River 
Desert Hills Community Association and the Daisy Mountain Fire Department support the 
proposal.   
  
GNIS lists a summit named Wildcat Hill 20 miles to the southeast, also in Maricopa County. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review 
List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 
60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this 
proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
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Dicob Falls, New York 
 (Review List 434) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.850821&p_longi=-75.3029988 
 
The new name Dicob Falls is proposed for an approximately 55-foot-high falls on Black Creek in 
the Town of New Bremen in Lewis County.  The name is associated with the nearby 
unincorporated community of Dicobs Corner (not in GNIS) and the Dicob School, located 0.3 
miles to the northwest, which is still standing but listed in GNIS as historical.  Dicob Road runs 
past the falls. 
 
Jacques (Jacob) (1823-1899) and Susanne Dicob married in France and moved to New York.  
Between 1861 and 1866, they purchased about 200 acres along Black Creek and the area became 
known as Dicobs Corner.  D.G. Beers’ 1875 Atlas of Lewis County shows property owned by “J. 
Dicob” and “N. Dicob,” the latter referring to Nicholas Dicob, the son of Jacob Dicob.  The family 
farmed hay, oats, winter rye, and potatoes; produced maple syrup and honey; and raised cows, 
pigs, and chickens.  Their property continues to include the falls today.   
 
The New Bremen Town Board, the Lewis County Board of Legislators, and the New Bremen 
Town Historian support the proposal.  The New York State Names Committee also recommends 
approval.  
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review 
List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 
60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this 
proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Sixteen names in Deschutes County, Klamath County, and Lake County, Oregon 
(Newberry National Volcanic Monument  / Deschutes National Forest)  

(Review List 434) 
 
The following sixteen names are proposed for features in and around the Newberry Volcano 
caldera in Deschutes County, Klamath County, and Lake County, Oregon.  All the features are 
located within Deschutes National Forest; six are also within the Newberry National Volcanic 
Monument, administered by the U.S. Forest Service.  These are new names proposed for unnamed 
features and GNIS contains no record of any of these names, although the BGN staff has found 
some published usage of some of the names (see specific examples below). 
 
The proponent, a U.S. Geological Survey geologist who studies the geology of the Newberry 
Volcano area, states that these names are needed for reference in published scientific papers about 
and geologic maps of the area.  She refers to the long-term monitoring of the volcano by USGS 
and reports that many significant volcanic features on the landscape do not have names.  In 2008, 
she sent a draft proposal for a large number of names to the Oregon Geographic Names Board 
(OGNB) after consulting with local agencies and offices.  As a result of lidar mapping of the area, 
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additional unnamed features were noted.  The OGNB will be considering groups of the proposed 
names, which number near one hundred.   
 
The proponent states that the proposed names are used in the everyday work of local geologists 
and are based on the shape of the feature; the local flora and fauna; the location of the feature 
relative to other named features; and the history of the area.   
 
The OGNB recommends approval of these sixteen names.  The OGNB contacted the governments 
of Deschutes County, Klamath County, and Lake County, but no responses were received, which 
is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The OGNB also contacted American Indian Tribes in 
Oregon, but no responses were received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The 
U.S. Forest Service supports the proposals. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
At its April 2019 meeting, the BGN did not approve these sixteen names, citing a concern that the 
generic term “Butte” was not appropriate; specifically, that the features do not meet the criteria of 
a butte.  The summits in question are volcanic cinder cones, while the more common definition of 
a butte is a flat-topped isolated summit formed from the erosion of a mesa.   
 
When informed of the BGN’s decision, the OGNB requested that the BGN revisit the matter.  The 
OGNB noted that the term “Butte” is applied to a wide variety of summits of varying shape, 
composition, and erosional history within Oregon, and furthermore, that the BGN recently 
approved the term for three summits near Portland which are also volcanic in origin.  The OGNB 
wrote, “Oregonians have a long history of showing diversity when describing features, we feel we 
approach naming differently than other parts of the country. For this reason, we have many 
different features, located in every corner of the state, that we feel comfortable identifying as 
buttes.   
 
Black Butte, Pilot Butte, Skinner Butte, Gabbert Butte, Findley Buttes, all are different in where 
they are located, their geologic composition, shape and size.  Some are short and broad-topped like 
Gabbert Butte and others, like Black Butte, are tall and conical.  And as you have discovered we 
have, within the Newberry Monument, several cinder cones named as buttes.”  These names have 
been published on USGS topographic maps since the 1930s, and some of the names date back to 
the 1840s.   
 
At its May 2019 meeting, the BGN voted to reconsider its April decisions. 
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Abacus Buttes 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.62123&p_longi=-121.38697 
 
The new name Abacus Buttes is proposed for a two-mile-long range of six small cinder cones in 
Deschutes County and Klamath County.  The highest of the cones has an elevation of 5,094 feet.  
The proponent compared the series of cones to a string of beads on an abacus. 
 

Alignment Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.61437&p_longi=-121.26102 
 
The new name Alignment Butte is proposed for a 5,741-foot summit in Lake County.  This summit 
is the largest volcanic cone within a volcanic vent alignment. 
 

Camp Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.72708&p_longi=-121.14026 
 
The new name Camp Butte is proposed for a 6,412-foot summit in Deschutes County.  The summit 
is a cinder cone and is located near a U.S. Forest Service campsite named Campsite Number 1. 
 
The name Camp Butte is published in a 2013 article co-authored by the proponent titled “Evidence 
for Ice and Water on Newberry Volcano, Oregon.” 
 

Corner Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.6647&p_longi=-121.25005 
 
The new name Corner Butte is proposed for a 6,536-foot summit in Deschutes County in 
Newberry National Volcanic Monument.  The summit is a volcanic cone with multiple vents.  The 
name refers to the Newberry National Volcanic Monument boundary corners located on the 
summit.  In addition, the proponent cites the proximity to the Surveyors Lava Flow and that 
surveyors often use property corners in their work. 
 

Deadfall Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.73912&p_longi=-121.27437 
 
The new name Deadfall Butte is proposed for a 6,887-foot summit in Deschutes County in 
Newberry National Volcanic Monument.  The name refers to the large amount of downed trees 
around the volcanic cone which make it difficult for geologists to access. 
 

Dogleg Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.61314&p_longi=-121.22194 
 
The new name Dogleg Butte is proposed for a 5,989-foot summit in Deschutes County.  The name 
comes from the sharply angled northeast corner of the volcanic cone. 
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Double Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.63178&p_longi=-121.23537 
 
The new name Double Butte is proposed for a 6,170-foot summit in Deschutes County.  The 
volcanic cone has two summit craters and is one of a pair of vent cones. 
 

Erratic Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.78189&p_longi=-121.21264 
 
The new name Erratic Butte is proposed for a 6,558-foot summit in Deschutes County in 
Newberry National Volcanic Monument.  This volcanic cone was eroded by glaciers and glacial 
erratics (rocks transported long distances by glaciers and distinct from the kinds of rocks found 
where they are deposited) can be found on the summit.   
 
The name Erratic Butte is published in a 2013 article co-authored by the proponent titled 
“Evidence for Ice and Water on Newberry Volcano, Oregon.” 
 

Grade Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.82931&p_longi=-121.29002 
 
The new name Grade Butte is proposed for a 5,974-foot summit in Deschutes County in Newberry 
National Volcanic Monument.  The name of this volcanic cone refers to historic railroad grades in 
the area, one of which traverses the north side of the summit. 
  
The name Grade Butte is published in a 2017 article titled “Petrogenesis of Pleisto-Holocene 
Basalts and Basaltic Andesites from Newberry Volcano, Oregon.” 
 

Huntington Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.92535&p_longi=-121.34352 
 
The new name Huntington Butte is proposed for a 4,655-foot summit in Deschutes County.  The 
old Huntington Military Road or Huntington Wagon Road passed between this volcanic cone and 
Lava Butte. 
 
The name Huntington Butte is published in the USGS Scientific Investigations Report 2017–5022–
J2 titled “Field-Trip Guide to the Geologic Highlights of Newberry Volcano, Oregon.” 
 

Jackpine Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.75073&p_longi=-121.283 
 
The new name Jackpine Butte is proposed for a 6,696-foot summit in Deschutes County.  The 
proponent states that the name refers to the lodgepole pines that grow on the cinder cone and that 
these pines are also known as jackpines.  The jack pine is a closely related species that grows in 
northern and eastern boreal forests, but “jackpine” appears to be a local name for lodgepole pines. 
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Lithic Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.76877&p_longi=-121.13781 
 
The new name Lithic Butte is proposed for a 6,014-foot summit in Deschutes County.  Glacial 
erratics (rocks transported long distances by glaciers and distinct from the kinds of rocks found 
where they are deposited) can be found on the cinder cone.  The word “Lithic” comes from Greek 
for “stone” and the name refers to these rocks. 
 
The name Lithic Butte is published in a 2013 article co-authored by the proponent titled “Evidence 
for Ice and Water on Newberry Volcano, Oregon.” 
 

Pine Cone Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.80305&p_longi=-121.31405 
 
The new name Pine Cone Butte is proposed for a 5,675-foot summit in Deschutes County in 
Newberry National Volcanic Monument.  This volcanic cone is located near Sugar Pine Butte and 
the proponent states that the proposed name continues the theme of tree names in the area. 
 

Shoulder Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.76582&p_longi=-121.28622 
 
The new name Shoulder Butte is proposed for a 6,999-foot summit in Deschutes County in 
Newberry National Volcanic Monument.  This volcanic cone is located on the northwest shoulder 
of Newberry Volcano. 
 

Split Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.64359&p_longi=-121.14671 
 
The new name Split Butte is proposed for a 5,867-foot summit in Deschutes County.  This rhyolite 
dome is split by a younger basaltic fissure. 
 

Washed Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.75226&p_longi=-121.10415 
 
The new name Washed Butte is proposed for a 5,782-foot summit in Deschutes County.  This 
cinder cone is surrounded by gravel deposited by flowing water and contains glacial erratics at the 
summit.  The proponent refers to the effects of water that “washed” around and (in the form of ice) 
over the summit. 
 
The name Washed Butte is published in a 2013 article co-authored by the proponent titled 
“Evidence for Ice and Water on Newberry Volcano, Oregon” and is used in an entry on the 
Geocaching.com website. 
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Pleasant Valley Creek, Wisconsin 
(Review List 435) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.107569&p_longi=-
89.816531 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.085398&p_longi=-
89.772414 
 
This proposal was submitted to the BGN by the Wisconsin Geographic Names Council (WGNC).  
The new name Pleasant Valley Creek is proposed for a three-mile-long tributary of East Branch 
Blue Mounds Creek in Dane County.  The stream flows through Pleasant Valley in the Town of 
Vermont, and passes through the Pleasant Valley Conservancy State Natural Area. 
 
The name was proposed by a volunteer with the Pleasant Valley Conservancy, a Wisconsin State 
Natural Area owned by a group called The Prairie Enthusiasts.  The property was formerly owned 
by Savanna Oak Foundation, Inc., which donated the land in 2006. 
 
The Chair of the Town of Vermont and the Dane County Board of Supervisors support the 
proposal, as do The Prairie Enthusiasts, the Wisconsin Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation, 
and Savanna Oak Foundation, Inc.  The WGNC also recommends approval. 
 
A stream with the name Pleasant Valley Branch is located 16 miles to the south.  A USGS stream 
gauge uses the name Pleasant Valley Creek for a section of Pleasant Valley Branch that was 
renamed Kittleson Valley Creek by the BGN in 1971. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review 
List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 
60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this 
proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Manito Island, Wisconsin 
(Review List 435) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=46.1120534&p_longi=-89.8343271 
 
This proposal was submitted to the BGN by the Wisconsin Geographic Names Council (WGNC).  
It is to make official the name Manito Island for a small island at the northeast end of Manitowish 
Lake in the Town of Manitowish Waters in Vilas County.  The proponent, who serves as the chair 
of the Town Board, reports that the Ojibwe root of the word Manitowish is Manito, which means 
“spirit.”  An Ojibwe village was located on the lake, and oral Ojibwe tradition suggests a 
ceremonial relationship to the island.  In 2017, the Wisconsin Geographic Names Council 
(WGNC) received a proposal to name the island Monkey Island; however, the Town Board 
objected to this name and contacted the Manitowish Waters Historical Society and the Lac du 
Flambeau Tribe to find a “more appropriate” name for the island.   
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The proponent provided a transcript of an interview with a local resident who spoke about a family 
from the Lac du Flambeau Tribe who lived in the area.  The resident reported that one of the 
family members “would tell about the Manito Island on Manitowish Lake.  She says there was an 
Indian chief [who] died on that island and was supposed to have been buried there.”  A newspaper 
article from the early 1920s reports a local story about a chief known as Manitowish who was 
buried at the tip of a peninsula and that over time, wave action in the lake eroded the peninsula 
leaving behind the isolated island.   
 
The Vilas County Board has no opinion regarding the proposal.  The WGNC received a letter of 
support from the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians, who stated that the 
island is sometimes known locally as Pinnacle Island but there is no published use of that name 
and the Tribe would prefer that Manito Island be made official.  The WGNC recommends 
approval of the proposal. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review 
List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 
60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this 
proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 


